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made war certain before his own expedients to avert it had
been tried by expelling Chauvelin and offering what was
construed into an affront to France. The dispute in the
Nootka Sound affair had dragged on for six months. The
first decree that Pitt complained of had been adopted on
November 16, and by January 24 Pitt had taken the fata!
step. Yet there had not been wanting during those weeks
hopeful signs of peace. If Pitt had been strong enough to
withstand the King and to negotiate directly with the French
Government, he would have given his own policy a fair trial
under conditions that were at any rate not hopeless,
There was one theory on which Pitt was right in his
action and wrong in his profession, and Fox was wrong in
both. It was the theory that war with a Revolutionary
Government on any pretext was a duty just because it was
a Revolutionary Government Burke, Windham, and their
supporters who held this theory denounced the proposal to
treat with bloodstained Ministers, and blushed for every hour
of peace as a longdrawn infamy to England, the recreant
Meroz in the day of Europe's battles. If their theory was
right, Pitt was right in expelling Chauvelin. But judged by
the same theory he was wrong in inviting the French
Government through Maret to send an authorised agent to
London, for in doing so he recognised the authority of the
men whom Burke wished to treat as savages. If that theory
was right Pitt was right in refusing to define his quarrel
with France, for in doing so he distinguished the French
Government from all other Governments, and made so purely
domestic a concern, as the execution of their king, the occasion
of war. On the same theory he was wrong in professing
neutrality and an indifference to the internal affairs of France,
and in holding any communications with Maret The best de-
scription of Fox's proposal is that it would have distinguished
Pitt from Burke, that it would have distinguished a war for
specified objects from a war of conquest, that it would have
distinguished England's cause from the cause of the crowned
freebooters, whose armies France had driven back across her